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TAGS: MASS, EC 

SUBJECT: REQUEST POR LETTER OF OFFER - P-5/A-37 AIRCRAPT FOR 
ECUADOR 

REF: A) QUITO 1225; B) STATE 044735; C) QUITO 1982 

1. ACTING CHILE USMLO (LTCOL GUZMAN) AND NEW AIRATT (LTCOL 
ROGERS) MET JULY 22 WITH ECUADOREAN AIR PORCE (PAE) C/S BGEN 
IZURIETA. DURING COURSE OP DISCUSSION IZURIETA STATED HE 
HAS BEEN EXPECTING POR SOME TIME PORMAL LETTER OP OPPER 
(L/O) ON SUBJECT AIRCRAFT. HE EXPLICITLY ASKED LTCOL GUZMAN 
TO REQUEST L/O BY THE MOST EXPEDITIOUS MEANS POSSIBLE, IN 
ORDER TO AVOID PURTHER DELAY, AND EXPRESSED SATISPACTION 
WITH THE ENTIRE PACKAGE RECOMMENDED IN APRIL 25 REPORT BY 
USAF SURVEY TEAM. 

2. IZURIETA SAID HE CONSIDERED LETTERS TO AMBASSADOR PROM 
MINDEP (REP C) REQUESTING USAF SURVEY TEAM AND STATING 
INTEREST IN P-5E AND A-37B PURCHASE AS TANTAMOUNT TO 
PORMAL REQUEST FOR L/O, AND EXPECTED SUBMISSION OF L/O 
AUTOMATICALLY SUBSEQUENT TO USAF SURVEY TEAM VISIT. 
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3. ACTION REQUESTED: IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, EMBASSY 
REQUEST DEVELOPMENT OE EORMAL L/0 EOR OUR PRESENTATION 
TO IZURIETA AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. WE RECOMMEND THAT 
OEFER INCLUDE, PER USAE SURVEY TEAM REPORT, ADDITIONAL 
POUR P-5E’S AS OPTIONAL ITEM. 

4. IZURIETA HAS BEEN UNAPPROACHABLE SINCE USAE SURVEY 
TEAM VISIT IN APRIL. FAE STAPF HAS HERETOPORE INSISTED 
THAT DECISION TO PURCHASE BEING HELD IN ABEYANCE PENDING 
PURTHER TALKS IN WASHINGTON WITH SENIOR USAE OPPICIALS. 
THIS MARKS FIRST TIME IZURIETA HAS BEEN PINNED DOWN ON 
P-5 AND HE WAS MOST POSITIVE IN REQUESTING L/0. WE 
THEREFORE REGARD MEETING, WHICH WAS FRANK BUT CORDIAL, 
AS SOMETHING OF A BREAKTHROUGH AND ARE PARTICULARLY 
DESIROUS OP RESPONDING AT PART, TEST POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITY. 

5. IZURIETA'S DISCUSSION WITH US WAS IMMEDIATELY PRECEDED 
BY MEETING WITH LARGE BRITISH DELEGATION (DATT, 4 OTHER 
RAF OFFICERS AND SIX CIVILIAN OFFICIALS) IN HIS OFFICE. 

THIS SUGGESTS THAT LONG-RUMORED PURCHASE OF THE JAGUAR 
BY FAE IS IMMINENT, AND LENDS EXTRA URGENCY TO OUR 
REQUEST FOR SUBJECT L/0. 

HEMENWAY 
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